
 Minutes of the Langham Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 9th March 2020 in the Village Hall                                           
In Attendance:  B North, C. Blundell, P Allen, P Adams, P. Godfrey, S. Bryett-Hull (co-opted at the beginning of the meeting), The Clerk, District Councillor R. Kershaw, C. Butler (website) and two parishioners
Apologies:     Dr. M. Strong (County Councillor)
Declarations of interest:  B North reported that as she carries out some work for the hotel, she is declaring an interest and will not answer questions on this subject. 
Co-option of new member:  Mrs. Bryett-Hull was co-opted to the Parish Council and welcomed by the Chairman. Proposed by Mr. Allen and seconded by Mr. Adams. All in favour.   
Minutes of last meeting held on 6th January, 2020  –   were approved and signed.
4.	Outstanding actions from previous meeting:
a)         Installation of gates.  The gates have been ordered. Sophie Craske (Norfolk County Council) will 
     be asked to provide a plan showing the precise intended location.
b)         Update on possible new Playing Field committee members.  No new potential members have 
      been identified.
c)         Local Plan.  The matter is coming before the Committee on 30th March. Eighteen comments had  
been made pointing out that Langham has neither a village shop nor a post office. As such, the village will be removed from the list.     
d)        Website.  Mr. Adams summarised the position with Mr. Curtis continuing to be the webmaster 
            until May. The Village Hall committee has been considering the possibility of having a website for
            some time. Discussions have been held with Clare Butler and, whilst the present website is 
            regarded as being a little cumbersome, it was concluded that with some improvements it could
            prove to be very useful. The aim is to make it easy for villagers and guests to find what they want
            and for local groups, organisations and societies to come on board. The website will also need to
            comply with the new accessibility standards. A separate meeting is to be held in order that this 
            matter can be discussed in greater detail. The cost of this project will need to be established.
e)        Work to 25 Holt Road.  The inspectors are apparently not concerned with the structure but are
           continuing to monitor it. The garage has been built but no progress appears to have been made 
           with the house. Mr. Kershaw is to investigate. 
f)         Telephone box  The paint will be free but it is necessary to firstly obtain the defibrillator.

5.1	Report from County Councillor
	Dr. Strong had forwarded the following report:-
	Marie.strong.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk/07920286597
Coronavirus, - COVID-19:
Most of us are finding to it difficult to keep up with accurate news and for this reason NCC recommends the Public Health England advice for information as this is maintained and updated daily. 
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Update on the Independent Local Government Commission Review of Norfolk County Council Divisions: 
This is my eleventh year as county councillor and I have never known such confusion over an important issue. Whilst I have managed to check that local councils have received updates obviously I could not circulate the repeat changes of date and procedure to all residents.  The following details, hopefully, will not be further amended: 
‘The Commission has asked Norfolk County Council to provide updated electorate forecasts by 11 February and will extend the existing consultation period by six weeks to 24 March. Any party that has already made a submission based on the existing electorate figures is invited to make another submission once the updated electorate have been published. When they have been received, the new electorate forecasts will be published on the Norfolk review site at http://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/eastern/norfolk/norfolk-county-council. As a result of this, the public consultation on the draft recommendations will now take place from 2 June - 10 August 2020. Whilst come parish councils have submitted a proposal I feel it is very important for everyone to at least check on the proposals during the final consultation period.
Norfolk Coast Path: A 1.7mi (2.8km) stretch of the Norfolk Coastal Path between Holkham and Wells has been given a makeover which has opened up a new 6.75mi (10.9km) circular walk.  I feel it is a privilege to live in such a beautiful part of this county and projects such as this one allows more people to enjoy our wonderful North Norfolk coast which is why I was especially pleased to meet two wheel chair members of Active Trails , which checks out  routes for accessibility.  Whilst there is still more work to be carried out the representative of Active Trails gave the path their ‘thumbs up’.
Norfolk County Council Budget 2020: Details can be found in the following press release:  https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2020/02/council-budget-agreed and to learn about the debate which took place access NCC website for the minutes of the meeting.  
Speeding:
Reporting Highways Concerns: Rather than wait for a Parish Council meeting you can speed up repairs by reporting issues direct to highways@norfolk.gov.uk  or telephone 0344 800 8020.

Deter Speeding: 
To deter speeding several parishes now have ‘Village Gates’ – letting drivers know they are approaching housing and pedestrians.  Instead of gates or as well as other parishes have opted for  Sam2’s with flashing lights indicating speed. Gates: Cost will be dependent on width of verge, height and style of gate with costs likely to be between £500 and £1000 per individual gate, fully installed.  Purchase only price of gates can be found on the ‘Glasdon’ website. SAM2: Cost will be dependent on requirements but likely to be in the region of £4K. Both Gates and SAM2 are acceptable for application to the NCC Parish Partnership - 50% paid by town/parish 50% by NCC. Details of the Partnership is likely to be sent to local council this Spring for applications by December.  Outcome will be known by March/April 2021 in time for installation in the following 12 months.

Speed Watch:  Congratulations to the Sculthorpe Group excellent example to other parishes.  Whilst some parishes have tried Speed Watch and been disappointed other parishes continue and are satisfied with the outcome.  Raise the possibilities at parish council meetings with your local police officer.
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Broadband Checker:
Having received enquiries from residents in parishes which have fibre broadband asking when it will arrive I thought other residents might find the following useful:
More residents now have the ability to access fibre broadband but are not up-to-date with how to check what is available to them.  Therefore I have copied below a checker which for the vast majority of properties will provide an accurate result.  However, occasionally there are properties where the data is inaccurate.  If the checker shows availability contact your Internet Service Provider (ISP) which in turn will contact Openreach.  If Openreach identifies that the checker has given incorrect information the ISP will advise you accordingly.  I am assured that on balance most properties will return the correct information so it is worth the effort.
https://www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/.  Having used this link press ‘Use our fibre checker’ button. Enter your postcode, tick the box to say you’re not a robot and then click on the green search button to the right of the box where you entered the postcode.  Pick your address from the list - it then either shows services as available or says whether something is planned.  When services are available it has a ‘View Providers’ button which  shows which Internet Service Providers are offering services at your address.  If a positive response check with your ISP and find out what Openreach tells them.  (Regret the checker is not infallible but best on offer at present.)

5.2 	Report from District Councillor
	Mr. Kershaw reported that the County Council had carried out a review of communication “not 
	spots”. There needs to be a much greater sharing of masts by the mobile ‘phone companies. The
	budget has been approved and council tax is going up. 12,000 trees have been planted in North 
	Norfolk so far with an aim of 30,000 per year in the future. The ultimate objective is to plant a 
	tree for every person living in North Norfolk.

6	Matters arising for information:

6.1 Playing Fields  
       Correspondence had been received from Norse advising that operations from a number of sites will cease with effect from 1st April, 2020. As a result, the services they have previously provided will cease with effect from 31st March, 2020. We have already been approached by one company willing to take on this work and will need to obtain a quotation from at least one other. 
 
6.2 Highway Rangers. 
       Notification had been received that the Streetscene Inspectors are due to visit the village in the week commencing 6th April. Mr. Allen has already produced a list of items requiring attention and members were asked to add any other matters to the list before it is submitted to the County Council.
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7	Parishioners’ Questions
 	It was asked if minutes could be placed on the website and the notice board. It was explained 
              that they currently are and, to the best of our knowledge, always have been. It was stressed 
that more assistance is likely to be forthcoming from the police with regard to traffic speeding issues if the village Speed Watch team is reinstated.


8	Provision of payroll services           
Notification had been received from Thinking Rural that they would be unable to provide payroll services after 31st March, 2020. Two other companies had provided quotations and the most cost effective was Mandrake (UK) Ltd of Dereham with a charge of £20 + VAT for each payroll run, i.e. an annual charge of £80 + VAT. Acceptance of this quotation was proposed by Mr. Allen and seconded by Mrs. Blundell. All in favour.


9	Correspondence (outgoing) for information.  	
	None
		
10	Correspondence (incoming) for information. All correspondence items are now reported on the website under the Transparency Code for smaller authorities.
Police crime updates newsletter for December, 2019
Police crime updates newsletter for January, 2020
Clerks and Councils Direct magazine March, 2020
Request from Priscilla Bacon Hospice for donation (£50 donation agreed by all)
Request from NARS for donation (£50 donation agreed by all)
Request for affordable housing update from Anna Clarke (NNDC) – an open meeting is to be held to establish the level of village interest. A note is to be put in the May edition of Lynx with a view to holding a meeting in June. 
Norfolk PFA offering membership


	
11	Finance.
Income
None
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Expenditure
24/1/20      Haven Power (electricity – December)			    £73.74                             24/1/20      Haven Power (electricity - January) 			                   £73.74                              9/3/20        K. & M. Lighting Services (street lighting maintenance – Jan)	    £18.42                               9/3/20        K. & M. Lighting Services (street lighting maintenance – Feb)	    £18.42                              9/3/20        K. & M. Lighting Services (street lighting maintenance – Mar)	    £18.42                              9/3/20	      Thinking Rural (payroll service from October to December)	    £12.00                              9/3/20        Information Commissioner (Data Protection Annual Fee)	    £40.00                            20/2/20      K. Webb (quarterly computer allowance)	                                 £20.00                               9/3/20        K. Webb (expenses from 3/9/19 to 31/3/20)	    		    £52.70                              9/3/20	      Norfolk Parish Training and Support (annual subscription)	    £85.97
Balances of Bank accounts:- Current - £7,653.81 credit, Business Saver- £45.74 credit                                 (as at 27th February, 2020)
Acceptance of expenditure approved by all

It was agreed by all to respond positively to requests for donations from Priscilla Bacon Hospice and NARS (£50 given to each – see 9 (4) and (5) above). It was also decided that a sum should be allocated so that future requests could be satisfied, if desired, for charitable donations outside the normal village contributions. It was agreed that a figure of 1.5% of the Precept would be made available for this purpose, with the sum being the nearest £10 above the calculation in the event of the calculation not being exactly divisible by £10, i.e. the Precept for 2020/2021 is £9,500. 1.5% is £142.50, so the sum to be
available for these requests is £150. Any amounts advanced will, of course, be subject to approval by the members. 

12	Planning  -  Applications: 
	None


13	Any Other Business
	None	  


14	Date of next meeting :  Monday, 11th May 2020  7pm.   Meeting closed at 8.35 pm
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