LANGHAM PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 20th May 2021 in the Village Hall at 7.00 p.m.

                                        
Present:  
Patrick Allen
Carole Blundell
Paul Godfrey
Barbara North
Clerk
Michael Dalby (County Councillor)
One parishioner

Apologies for Absence
Richard Kershaw (District Councillor)
Election of Chairman
Mrs. Blundell was nominated by Mr. Allen and seconded by Mr. Godfrey. All in favour.
Election of Vice Chairman
Mr. Godfrey was nominated by Mr. Allen and seconded by Ms. North. All in favour.
Declarations of Interest
None
5.   Minutes of last meeting held on 8th March, 2021   –   were approved by all members. Proposed by Mr. Allen and seconded by Mr. Godfrey.
6.  Outstanding actions from previous meeting:
All items are listed in the agenda and were dealt with later in the meeting.

 
7.      Finance
Income
27/4/20      Rental (NNDC)		  					      £50.00		
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Expenditure
23/4/21      Haven Power (electricity – March)			     	                     £64.43
20/5/21      K. & M. Lighting Services (street lighting maintenance – Apr)                       £18.42
20/5/21      K. & M. Lighting Services (street lighting maintenance – May)                      £18.42
20/5/21      Mandrake (U.K.) Ltd  (payroll service from Jan to Mar, 2021)        	       £24.00
20/5/21      CGM Group (grounds maintenance)				     	     £220.70
20/5/21      CGM Group (grounds maintenance)				                    £220.70
20/5/21      K. Webb (Clerk’s pay for Jan, Feb and Mar 2021)	    	                    £742.00
20/5/21      HMRC (tax on Clerk’s pay)					                    £185.60
20/5/21      BHIB Ltd (annual insurance)					                    £394.81

Acceptance of expenditure approved by all (proposed by Mr. Allen and seconded by Ms. North)

Balances of Bank accounts:- Current - £8,422.86 credit, Business Saver- £45.78 credit
(as at 27th April, 2021)

8	Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)
The Clerk had previously circulated to members the annual accounts for the year ended 31st March, 2021 which showed income of £12,320, expenditure of £11,009 and reserves of £8,483, together with a Bank Reconciliation report and Explanation of Variances sheet.  A Certificate of Exemption (turnover less than £25K) is to be submitted to the external auditors, PKF Littlejohn. The books are currently with the Internal Auditor.  The Annual Governance and Accounting statements were approved by all members. Copies of the relevant documentation are to appear on the website and notice board.

9	Annual Insurance Renewal
All members agreed to renew the insurance for a further year with the current providers, BHIB Ltd.
			
				
10.    Planning applications and determinations
Prior notification of proposed agricultural development – lean-to extension to existing grain store and monopitch machinery building at The Brecks, Bilsey Road, Langham – NP/21/1025 (advised as adjoining parish)

11.	Correspondence
Police Community update for March, 2021
Police Community update for April, 2021
Police Community update for May, 2021
Norfolk Coast Partnership update – March, 2021
Update on the Norfolk Strategic Flooding Alliance from Lord Dannatt
Note from Norfolk County Council regarding a future visit from the Streetscene Inspectors
Letter of thanks from NARS for donation.
Annual Public Lighting Maintenance Agreement – contract of three years agreed.
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12	Report from District Councillor
Covid situation.

71% of adult in Norfolk and Waveney have had first dose compared to 65% of rest of England placing us 8th out of 42 health regions
40% of adults in Norfolk and Waveney have had second dose compared to 33% in rest of England placing us 2nd out 42 health regions.
95% of over 70’s have had 2nd dose.
Last week 53,705 doses were given locally 9,106 1st dose and 44,599 2nd dose.
948,430 doses given so far in Norfolk and Waveney.
3 cases n North Norfolk currently, no Indian variant to date.

Summer Season,

As restrictions ease we are expecting an extremely busy season. I have asked the Planning Department to circulate to Parish Councils guidance for campsites as the restrictions have been relaxed by Government and it is important you are aware of the changes. We will also be putting this on the NNDC website.
We are aware that there has been an increase of caravans and motorhomes coming into North Norfolk. We have been lobbied hard by their associations to allow overnighting in carparks and roadside locations. We have written back to advise that they should go to registered sites and that NNDC will issue penalty notices for parking on NNDC property. The difficulty will be enforcement especially on the highway as if they are not causing an obstruction and are parked legally there is little County can do to enforce.
NNDC have appointed more Covid Marshalls for the season to reinforce Covid measures. 

We are investigated potential Park and Ride schemes and Traffic management schemes into-ordination with town councils.  Suffice to say it will be a long and busy season.
			
13.	Website update
A meeting is to be arranged in order to formulate a clear way forward for the new website. Mr. Godfrey is to produce an agenda.	

14.	Village Notice Board
Mr. Godfrey felt that the position of the notice board near the public house made it difficult to access. In addition, it is in a poor condition. He is to investigate the cost of a new board. A tree on the green has grown significantly and is overshadowing the cottages. The Chairman is to arrange for it to be examined and a quotation obtained for some necessary work.

15.	SAM camera – repair, maintenance and future use
The camera, which is generally regarded as an effective contributor to reduction in speeding, needs some repairs. It was agreed by all to proceed with these (proposed by Mr. Allen and seconded by Mr. Godfrey). It was stressed that, when it returns to action, it will need to be moved from site to site in accordance with the guidance provided.
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16.         Updating of Asset register
This matter is to be reviewed by Messrs Godfrey and Allen.

17.	Additional Council members (three vacant positions)
Mr. Godfrey is to produce a poster requesting parishioners to consider becoming members of the Parish Council. Copies will be delivered to residences in the village.

18.         Defibrillator in telephone box
It was agree to leave this matter until the next annual budget discussions in November.
19.	Street Fayre
There is to be no Street Fayre this year. The next one is scheduled for 2022.

20.	“No Parking” signs on the Cornfields
Mr. Kershaw is to be asked about these signs as they are notices from North Norfolk District Council.

21.	Playing Field ground maintenance (including hedge cutting)
It was felt by all that the contractors, CGM Group, are doing a good job. 	The Clerk stressed that members have the capability to decide precisely what is covered by the contract, including the frequency of cuts during the season.

22.	Charity donations policy
This matter will be revisited in November when the annual budget is discussed.

23.	Management of e-mails
It was agreed that circulated e-mails should always have an appropriate heading in order to facilitate 
subsequent retrieval.
24.	NNDC planning interaction 
Another Parish Council had circulated an e-mail seeking views on the standard of enforcement service provided by the District Council’s planning department. The general opinion of members was that there is significant room for improvement.
25.	Laminated notices on the Playing Field
Signs, thought to have been placed by North Norfolk District Council, have appeared on the playing field requesting bottles and other items to be taken away and not left. The PFA is to monitor the situation.
26.	Delegated Grass Cutting agreement
This agreement which involves some residents cutting small areas of grass has been in existence for some years. The Parish Council receives payment from the County Council for this (£270.96 in 2020) and it was agreed to continue with the current arrangement.

						4/5

27.	The semi-permanent parking of a campervan in the main street
It was agreed to monitor the situation.

28.	The parking of hotel staff vehicles in North Street				 
There are a number of cars parking outside the hotel on a daily basis and it is believed that they belong to members of staff. It is thought that a Travel Plan was drawn up as part of the original planning application and a copy of this is to be requested from the District Council. It is understood that there are 32 bedrooms and more than 60 parking spaces. It is difficult to understand, therefore, the need for any roadside parking of vehicles which is potentially causing a traffic safety issue.						
29.    	Any Other Matters
Anna Clarke, Community Housing Enabler from North Norfolk District Council, has asked if the Parish Council is in a position to consider the subject of new affordable housing in the village. In view of events in recent months, it was agreed by all to review the position in twelve months. 

													
 30.    Agenda items for next meeting   
          None
            
			  
 31.	Date of next meeting :   5th July 2021 at 7.00 p.m. in the Village Hall 


The meeting closed at 8.41 p.m.
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