
 Minutes of the Langham Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 9th November 2020 with decisions being reached after a number of telephone calls and e-mail exchanges between members and including the Clerk.                                           
In Attendance:  B North, C. Blundell, P. Adams **, P. Allen, S. Bryett-Hull ^^, P. Godfrey and the Clerk.
Minutes of last meeting held on 7th September, 2020  –   were approved by all members.

Resignations of members.  Since the last meeting in September, Mr. Adams ** and Mrs. Bryett-Hull ^^ had resigned from the Parish Council. They have both been thanked for their contributions.
3.	Outstanding actions from previous meeting:
a)        Work to 25 Holt Road.  Mr. Kevin Peacock, Planning Enforcement Officer at North Norfolk District Council has provided the following update:-
I visited the site a week  ago or so and inspected the works that have been carried out. The garage has now practically been completed which will help moving forward as material and tools can be stored in here which are to be used in relation to the main property. The extension to the rear of the main house has been completed and some of the flints re-pointed which appears to have been done to a high standard. They are now concentrating on making the front of the property safe, there is a possibility some may need to be removed and re-built but hopefully this will not be the case. Progress is being made, it’s difficult when they don’t have the funds to get multiple contractors in to help speed the process up.

I am due to visit early December where again there should be some progress in relation to the front property and shoring this up. I have to say my site visit was before the storms at the weekend so I’m hoping the property is still standing!!

I will report back at the beginning of December where I am hoping we will start to see some visual improvements to the property. Any questions please let me know.

        4.     Planning applications and determinations
Change of use of land to storage of caravans and boats, siting of 40 storage containers, siting of porta cabin for office use, erection of up to 33 three metre high security lights and erection of boundary fence on land at Langham Road, Morston, NR25 7BL (PF/20/0747)
			
As previously recorded, all members were appalled on receipt of this application and it was subsequently opposed in the strongest way possible. The Parish Council’s objections were fully documented in the September minutes and supported by 75 other objections from members of the local community. In addition, an excellent report was produced by Kerys Witton, Landscape Officer, who also objected strongly and concluded that, for a number of reasons, the application should be refused.
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Verbal advice was received from Samantha Jones, Planning Officer, that the application had been withdrawn, a fact later confirmed in writing by Mr. P. Howson, Head of Planning.

    
   5.      Finance
Income
1/9/20	       Bank interest (from 8/6/20 to 6/9/20)				      £0.01              30/9/20       NNDC (Precept – second six months)			            £4,750.00
Expenditure
5/10/20      Haven Power (electricity – August)			     	                 £64.43            30/10/20    Haven Power (electricity - September) 		       	                 £62.46                9/11/20      K. & M. Lighting Services (street lighting maintenance – Oct)                   £18.42               9/11/20      K. & M. Lighting Services (street lighting maintenance – Nov)	                 £18.42              9/11/20      CGM (monthly grounds maintenance)				£214.27               9/11/20      CGM (monthly grounds maintenance)				£214.27               9/11/20      Mandrake (payroll services from July to September)		                £24.00                9/11/20      Local Lynx (donation)						  £70.00               9/11/20      Community Action Norfolk (annual membership)		                £20.00
Acceptance of expenditure approved by all
Balances of Bank accounts:- Current - £11,203.62 credit, Business Saver- £45.78 credit   (as at 27th October, 2020)


6.	Precept and Budget for 2021/2022
Parish Precept information has been received from North Norfolk District Council. The Tax Base has increased from 218.93 to 221.85. The charge for a Band D property is currently £43.39 per annum (i.e. 84p per week). There are improvements that may require appropriate funding in the next financial year (please refer to item 9 below) and the Clerk has produced a draft budget which predicts income of £9,946 and expenditure of £12,690. The deadline for submission of claims is 31st January, 2021 and a firm decision will be made at the next meeting. 

				
7.	Website update
	The new website is in place (https://shaggydogs.wixsite.com/mysite-1).	A clear strategy now 
	needs to be formulated for the way forward which will include the webmaster’s role and the
	financial implications, contributions from village groups and organisations, continued 
	transfer of information from the “old site” and an individual or individuals from the Village Hall
	committee to liaise with the webmaster. When the necessary arrangements are in place, the 
	Clerk will continue to make available all Parish Council items which require publication on the 
	website.


						2/5

8.	Correspondence
Clerks and Councils Direct magazine for November, 2020
Police Community update for October, 2020
Police Community update for November, 2020
Police Community Update on Covid-19
NCC Streetscene Inspectors due to visit week commencing 14/12/20
CGM quotation for 2021 grounds maintenance

9.        Any Other Business
           a)  An agreement has been entered with North Norfolk District Council for a Textile Bank to be 
                sited in the village. We will receive £50 per tonne of recyclable textiles collected.
           b) CGM have submitted a quotation for the village’s grounds maintenance in 2021. This is for 
	 £1,428.50 + VAT and represents an increase of 3.0% on the sum charged in 2020.
           c)  A decision will need to be made on whether to acquire another defibrillator. The sum of £800 
	 was included in this year’s budget and this figure has been carried forward to 2021/2022 in case 
                of need.
           d)  It has been suggested that a replacement notice board is needed as the current one is in rather 
 	  a poor state. The exact type will need to be decided upon together with its precise location.   
           e)  Report from County Councillor, Dr. M. Strong:-

You will naturally want to keep up-to-date over the coming weeks – indeed even longer – for that purpose use the THREE MAJOR WEBSITES COPIED BELOW which I am assured are regularly updated.     

First a reminder of normal life ….. fireworks and good old fashioned safety: 

Fireworks – As larger events are cancelled Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service  expects more people to have fireworks and bonfires at home.  We all know to buy from reputable sellers and to take care but for a check on firework and bonfire safety go to www.norfolk.gov.uk/fire.  

‘Flu: Cold and flu viruses spread in exactly the same way as the coronavirus so the same advice pertains.  Also the same instructions were repeated in the latest government edict with one important addition copied further down but first the basics ref covid and flu protection:
Wash your hands: Coronavirus can live for more than 24 hours indoors so you could pick up the virus by touching a contaminated object or surface. To reduce the risk of catching it or passing it on regularly wash your hands with soap and water and/or use hand sanitiser throughout the day. 
Cover your face: The virus can be found in tiny droplets coming out of your nose and mouth.  Wearing a face covering over your nose and mouth reduces the spread of the droplets carrying the virus and makes it less likely to spread to others. (New stipulation: cover your face when required.)

					3/5
Make space: Spreading the virus through droplets is most likely to happen when you are less than two metres apart.  Smaller droplets called aerosols can stay in the air for some time, especially if there is no ventilation.  When you are with people not from your household best to keep at least two metres apart.  
COVID-19 Information: Whilst I endeavour to pass on up-to-date information the situation changes rapidly so important to go regularly to trusted websites which are kept updated i.e.  
COVID-19 trusted sources of information:
www.norfolk.gov.uk/coronavirus 
(this includes the effect on local services as well as the latest regulations for Norfolk and reference to many if not all of the government schemes)
www.gov.uk/coronavirus
(all the government schemes are to be found on this site)
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

National COVID three-level alert system for England – The government announced (week commencing 12.10.20) a new three level alert system for England.

All of Norfolk was categorised as Level 1 – ‘medium’. As of 12 October the current national restrictions continue: People must not meet in groups of more than six either indoors or outdoors; Pubs, bars and restaurants must close at 10pm; Face coverings must be worn in many indoor public spaces.
Key Advice: Government repeated key advice regarding reducing risk of transmission: Washing, sanitising, covering face when required, keeping a safe distance.  In addition: Anyone experiencing symptoms should isolate immediately along with their household and only leave home to get a test.
Clear face masks:  Good news - NHS and care workers to be given clear face masks helping communication with people with conditions such as hearing loss, autism and dementia. The masks are see-through and have an anti-fogging barrier ensuring face and mouth always visible to aid communication. Social care providers will have access to the masks through a new pilot system.  
Rough sleepers to be helped to keep safe this winter – The government has announced support to give local areas the tools and funding they need to protect people from life-threatening cold weather and the risks posed by coronavirus. Includes a £10 million Cold Weather Fund to support councils get rough sleepers off the streets during the winter and an additional £2 million for faith and community groups to help them provide secure accommodation for rough sleepers.

Apply for a kickstart scheme grant: Government’s guidance for employers looking to create job placements for young people - Kickstart Scheme provides funding to create new job placements for 16 to 24 year olds on Universal Credit at risk of long term unemployment. Employers can apply for funding as part of the Kickstart Scheme.

Please continue to share information which might be of value to those without computer access.  

And I would like to acknowledge the many good works which continue throughout our division and across the county .  
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       10.    Agenda items for next meeting   
        a)	 Website
        b)    Budget and Precept 2021/2022
        c)    Notice Board
        d)    Defibrillator 
        e)    Grounds maintenance contract       
            
			  
      11.	Date of next meeting :  Monday, 4th January 2021.   
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